Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method in a data processing system for storing data in a file system, the method 
comprising: 

determining whether space is available in an inode for a file in the file system; and 
responsive to space being available, storing the data in the inode. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
determining whether additional data is present; and 

responsive to the additional data being present, storing the additional data in a partially filled 
block of another file. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

responsive to spacing being unavailable, storing the additional data in a partially filled block of 
another file. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the partially filled block is a last block of the another 
file. 

5 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the space is located in an extension area in the inode. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

determining whether a file size for the data is divisible by a block size for blocks in the file 
system; and 

if the file size is divisible by the block size, storing the data in a block. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

determining whether space is available in the inode to store the data; and 
responsive to room being unavailable in the inode, storing the data in a partially filled block of 
another file. 
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8. (Original) A data processing system for storing data in a file system, the data processing system 
comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of instructions; and 
a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the set of 

instructions to determine whether space is available in an inode of the file in the file system; and store the 

data in the inode in response to space being available. 

9. (Original) A data processing system for storing data in a file system, the data processing system 
comprising: 

determining means for determining whether space is available in an inode of the file in the file 
system; and 

storing means, responsive to space being available, for storing the data in the inode. 

10. (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the determining means is a first 
determining means and the storing means is a first storing means and further comprising: 

second determining means for determining whether additional data is present; and 
second storing means, responsive to the additional data being present, for storing the additional 
data in a partially filled block of another file. 

1 1 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the storing means is a first storing 
means and further comprising: 

second storing means, responsive to spacing being unavailable, for storing the additional data in a 
partially filled block of another file. 

12. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 1, wherein the partially filled block is a last 
block of another file. 

1 3 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the space is located in an extension 
area in the inode. 

14. (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the determining means is a first 
determining means and the storing means is a first storing means and further comprising: 
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second determining means for determining whether a file size for the data is divisible by a block 
size for blocks in the file system; and 

second storing means, if the file size is divisible the by the block size, for storing the data in a 

block. 

1 5 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the determining means is a first 
determining means and the storing means is a first storing means and further comprising: 

second determining means for determining whether space is available in the inode to store the 
data; and 

second storing means, responsive to room being unavailable in the inode, for storing the data in a 
partially filled block of another file. 

16. (Currently Amended) A comput e r program product in a comput e r r e adabl e recordable-type 
medium having a computer program product for storing data in a file system, the computer program 
product comprising: 

first instructions for determining whether space is available in an inode of the file in the file 
system; and 

second instructions, responsive to space being available, for storing the data in the inode. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The computer program product recordable-type medium of claim 1 6 
wherein the computer program product further comprises: comprising: 

third instructions for determining whether additional data is present; and 

fourth instructions, responsive to the additional data being present, for storing the additional data 
in a partially filled block of another file. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) The comput e r program product recordable-type medium of claim 1 6 
wherein the computer program product further comprises: comprising: 

third instructions, responsive to spacing being unavailable, for storing the additional data in a 
partially filled block of another file. 

1 9 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product recordable-type medium of claim 1 8, 
wherein the partially filled block is a last block of another file. 
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20 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product recordable-type medium of claim 1 6, 
wherein the space is located in an extension area in the inode. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The comput e r program product recordable-type medium of claim 1 6 
wherein the computer program product further comprises: compri s ing: 

third instructions for determining whether a file size for the data is divisible by a block size for 
blocks in the file system; and 

fourth instructions, if the file size is divisible the by the block size, for storing the data in a block. 

22. (Currently Amended) The comput e r program product recordable-type medium of claim 16 
wherein the computer program product further comprises: comprising: 

third instructions for determining whether space is available in the inode to store the data; and 
fourth instructions, responsive to room being unavailable in the inode, for storing the data in a 
partially filled block of another file. 
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